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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 15-27 are currently presented and have been examined. 
Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 22 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
MPEP2106 states: 

"Similarly, computer programs claimed as computer listings perse, i.e., the 
descriptions or expressions of the programs, are not physical "things." They are neither 
computer components nor statutory processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. 
Such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a 
computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized... Since a 
computer program is merely a set of instructions capable of being executed by a 
computer, the computer program itself is not a process and Office personnel should 
treat a claim for a computer program, without the computer-readable medium needed to 
realize the computer program's functionality, as nonstatutory functional descriptive 
material." 
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Claims 22 and 27 recite a computer program that does not recite a computer 
readable storage medium, therefore, these claims are considered to be nonstatutory 
functional descriptive material since the computer program's functionality cannot be 
realized. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 17 recites "predetermined data". It is unclear what specific characteristic of 
the data is "predetermined". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 15-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by "RTP: 
A Transport Protocol for Real-Time Applications" ("RTP"). 

Regarding claim 15, "RTP" disclosed a sending-receiving system comprising a 
sender apparatus for transmitting data ("Synchronization" or "Contributing" "source") 
and a receiver apparatus for receiving said data transmitted by said sender apparatus 
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("end system" that receives "content" that is "consumed"); wherein said sender 
apparatus includes: an acquiring section for acquiring said data; a supplementing 
section for supplementing said data acquired by said acquiring section with sequence 
information (adding a header to data that includes a "sequence number"; see also 
pages 9-13, section 5.1 ) for indicating a sequence of said data; a sending section for 
transmitting to said receiver apparatus said data supplemented with said sequence 
information by said supplementing section; a storing section for storing said data 
supplemented with said sequence information by said supplementing section; and an 
ordering section for ordering said sending section to transmit the data retrieved from 
said storing section upon elapse of a predetermined time period ("duration" or "sampling 
period"; see also pages 11-12, section 5.1 , specifically the paragraph describing the 
"timestamp" field) following transmission of said data by said sending section; and 
wherein said receiver apparatus includes: a receiving section for receiving said data 
transmitted by said sending section; a determining section for determining whether or 
not said data received by said receiving section has been received already based on 
said sequence information extracted from said data; and a storage controlling section 
for discarding said data if said data received by said receiving section is found already 
received (see at least page 45, section 8.2, specifically "If a receiver discovers that two 
other sources are colliding, it may.. .discard the packets from the other..."), said storage 
controlling section further storing said data if said data received by said receiving 
section is not found received already, (see at least pages 4-5, section 2.1, specifically 
the paragraph beginning "The audio conferencing application used by each conference 
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participant..." and pages 7-9, section 3, specifically the definitions of "Synchronization 
source (SSRC)" and "Mixer") 

Claims 16, 20-23 and 25-27 are also rejected since these claims recite in whole 
or in part substantially the same limitations as recited in claim 15. 

Regarding claim 17, "RTP" disclosed the sender apparatus according to claim 
16, further comprising a determining section for determining whether or not 
predetermined data ("data" that is been stored and waiting to be sent at the end of the 
"sampling period") is included in said data acquired by said acquiring section; wherein 
said storing section stores said predetermined data if said determining section 
determines that said predetermined data is included in said data; and wherein said 
ordering section retrieves said predetermined data from said storing section and orders 
said sending section to transmit said predetermined data thus retrieved, (see at least 
pages 4-5, section 2.1 , specifically the paragraph beginning "The audio conferencing 
application used by each conference participant..." and pages 11-12, section 5.1 , 
specifically the paragraph describing the "timestamp" field) 

Regarding claim 18, "RTP" disclosed the sender apparatus according to claim 
16, further comprising a determining section for determining whether or not audio data 
is included in said data acquired by said acquiring section; wherein, if said determining 
section determines that audio data is included in said data, then said storing section 
stores said audio data and a header attached to said audio data (see pages 10-13, 
section 5.1); and wherein said ordering section retrieves said header and said audio 
data from said storing section and orders said sending section to transmit the retrieved 
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header and audio data, (see at least pages 4-5, section 2.1 , specifically the paragraph 
beginning "The audio conferencing application used by each conference participant..." 
and pages 7-9, section 3, specifically the definitions of "Synchronization source (SSRC)" 
and "Mixer") 

Regarding claim 19, "RTP" disclosed the sender apparatus according to claim 
18, wherein said header is an RTP header, (see at least pages 10-13, section 5.1, "RTP 
Fixed Header Fields") 

Regarding claim 24, "RTP" disclosed the receiver apparatus according to claim 
23, wherein, if continuity of said data received by said receiving means is found 
disrupted on the basis of said sequence information, then said determining means 
determines whether or not said data is the already-received data, (see at least page 3, 
specifically "The sequence numbers included in RTP allow the receiver to reconstruct 
the sender's packet sequence, but sequence numbers might also be used to determine 
the proper location of a packet, for example in video decoding, without necessarily 
decoding packets in sequence.") 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George C. Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3918. The examiner can normally be reached on the hours between 8:30am- 
5:00pm Eastern. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tonia Dollinger, can be reached on 571-272-4170. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/George C. Neurauter, Jr./ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2143 



